
BHTMag.com28

When the nightmare story brok e i t
brought to our minds every unthinkable
image that we would want to forget.
Pro-footbal l player M ichael V ick was
arrested and indicted by a federal
grand jury for owningand sponsoring a
high-stak es, gambl ing, dog-f ighting
circle that hanged, drowned, shot and
electrocuted dogs, after he and a handful
of his street thugs subjected them to the
most brutal dog fighting one could ever
imagine. V ick went to prison. But what
about the dogs who sacrificed their lives
for a blood sport that sadly people take
pleasure in? Of the 49dogs taken by the
federal government, only one had to be
euthanized due to extreme aggression
toward humans. Theothers were sent to
animal rescue organizations, who then
rehabilitated them and also found them
loving homes. I t would be a dream come
true if that was the end of the story. But
it’s not. T he bad news: the blood sport
of dog-fighting continues around the
world. The good news: true heroes are
stopping it. SuperM iddleweightFighter,
Olympic Gold Medalist and now for
SHOWT IME Super S ix World Boxing
C lassic Tournament, Andre Ward “Son
of God” has joined animal activists to
stop the blood sport of dog fighting!

Super Champ Andre Ward is fighting
mad! A he
is taking on the cruel and shameless
underworld of dog fighting and if he
has his way, who engage in
the sport are down for the count. Ward
recently joined the award-w inning
Knock Out Dog Fighting program and
K ris C rawford of For Pits’ Sake, Inc.
had this to say, "We are very excited to
haveAndreas part of our team. A ndre's
character , dr ive and determination to
reach for his goals, both personal ly
and profess ional l y , make him a
champion in and out of the ring.”

ids look
celebrities and imitate everything from
haircuts, tattoos and what they wear, to
how they act—even illegal behavior.
Dog fighting has becomemore popular

with 13 to 17 year old inner-city youth.
They saw M ichael V ick involved and
now think it’s cool. The fact that V ick
went to prison hasn’t deterred them
because he is back in the N FL . These
kids also don’t think they’ll get caught
so the threat of legal punishment is far
from their minds. The K nock Out Dog
Fighting program partners up w ith
schools, juvenile detention facil ities,
community centers, animal organizations,
dog trainers, law enforcement agencies
and gang prevention task forces.

W ard is the latest professional fighter
to team up with the 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization For Pits’ Sake, Inc. to stop
cruelty and abuse. Teammembers teach
empathy for animals and help at-risk
youth make better choices, develop
self-respect and healthy lifestyles. This
reduces the potential of involvement
in dog fighting and gang-related
activities. W ard’s new Knock Out Dog
Fighting poster was recently released.
“ I am pleased to be a part of the Knock
Out Dog Fighting team,” stated Ward.
“ I love dogs and believe in treating
them the way that I would want to be
treated. To fight and abuse dogs is
wrong and I look forward to helping
in stopping this growing problem.”

A Heartbreaking Face of Abuse,
Abandonment & Defeat
The Knock Out Dog Fighting program
identifies underlying reasons kids and
young adults get into the blood sport
of fighting dogs and then, it provides
resources and youth intervention
programs to address and counter

those issues. Professional athletic team
members work on the ground level as
role models and take their job seriously.
A s the K nock Out Dog Fighting team
agrees... out there somewhere, young
people are watching what they say and

what they do. H elping to reduce the
violence in the community positively
impacts the lives of thousands of at-
risk youth. Dolores Carr, Santa C lara
County District A ttorney’s office said,
"We can't prosecute our way out of the
problem. We recognize the importance
of collaborative prevention and need
to have messages delivered to at-risk
youth from people these kids look up to.
The Knock Out Dog Fighting program
plays an important part in those efforts."

Studies show direct correlation between
animal abusers and those who commit
violent crimes against people. Stopping
a child from abusing animals is not
only saving animals, but helping save
the child and the community. Join the
Knock Out Dog Fighting program and
help save both at-risk youth and man’s
best friend

V isit: www.knockoutdogfighting.org

STOP THE CYCLE OF VIOLENCE!
helpless animals & blood sports

NABF & NABO Super Middleweight Fighter Title Holder & Olympic Gold Medalist

Andre WardAndre Ward Fights For M an's B est Fr iend
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n animal lover who has pets,

dead beats 

at the same time!

According to Crawford it is no secret that
k up to professional athletes and


